!•'>'? UMENT RESUME 



aD 065 064 



HE 003 197 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 



Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the General Studies 
BA Degree Program. 

Michigan Univ., Ann Arbor. Coll, of Literature, 
Science, and the Arts. 

69 

22p« 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



MF-$0.65 HC-$3. 29 

♦Bachelors Degrees; *College Majors; ^Degree 
Requirements'; General Education; *Higher Education 



ABSTRACT 

In 1969 the Dean of the School of Literature, 

Science, and the Arts at the University of Michigan appointed an ad 
hoc committee to study the possibility and plausibility of 
establishing a Bachelor of General Studies degree. After careful 
consideration of the curricula offered in the school, it was 
recommended that (1) the Bachelor of Science degree be changed to a 
Bachelor of Science degree in a discipline; and (2) that the Bachelor 
of Science degree be expanded in certain areas and become known as a 
Bachelor of Science in General studies. As of May 1, 1969, students 
enrolled in the School of Literature, Science, and the Arts were 
eligible for the Bachelor of General Studies (BGS) . This document 
presents the graduation requirements for such a degree, the process 
of selection of a degree program, information concerning the election 
of and counseling for courses, and the procedures for changing degree 
programs. (HS) 
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The charge to the ad hoc committee by the Dean of LSGA 
was to draw up in detail a proposal for a B achelor of Genera l 
Studies degree and_to submit a report to the Dean and Faculty 
as soon" as possible. The establishment of the ad hoc committee 
and its charge were the consequence of action taken by the LSGA 
Faculty at its last meeting, March 3* 1969* This report and the 
proposals which are contained herein represent the unanimous 
recommendations of the committee to the Dean and Faculty. 

The committee urges support for the proposals. 

In assuming its responsibilities to carry out the charge 
given it, the committee engaged in research on degree programs 
in general, in examination of the distribution of courses 
by level taken by a sample of graduating seniors, and in 
discussion with both faculty and students. While there were 
areas of disagreement among members of the committee on some 
points, the disagreements were in large measure related to 
details, rather than substance. There was unanimity of 
opinion on all of the substantive issues. 

What follows is a preface to the two proposals which the 
committee wishes to place before the Faculty for action. We 
hope that these introductory remarks will provide a background 
against which to consider our recommendations. 

It was agreed that any proposed program have educational 
objectives that are in concert with those stated on page 6 
of the 1968-69 LSGA Announcement. The Announcement states that 
"As its primary goal, the College aims at expanding the intel- 
lectual frontiers of each student by stimulating him to explore 
the unknown by providing him with knowledge, not in the narrow 
sense of facts alone, but in the broadest sense of new aware- 
ness about man and his surroundings. ... In addition, the College 
strives to give a student the ability to compare, contrast, 
analyze, classify^ "discriminate, criticize, evaluate and choose.. 
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intelligently from among the myriad experiences and ideas which 
confront him. " 

It was also agreed by the ad hoc committee that these 
objectives could be achieved through a variety of approaches. 

The task then was to examine and evaluate such alternative 
routes, and to recommend to the Dean and Faculty those which 
would best meet the needs of our students and a changing society. 
To this end. Professor E. Lowell Kelly prepared a report on 
"Baccalaureate Degrees. " His full report is included as an 
addendum to the committee report. The main points are sum- 
marized here. 

In i960, Eells and Haswell recorded a total of 2,452 
different degrees which had been offered in the United States, 
1,600 of which were still obtainable in i960. Of these 1, 600 
degrees, 108 represented varieties of what might be called the 
"traditional" A. B. , and 426 were designated as B. S. degrees. 

*■ There are 55 degrees in the liberal arts, 101 in the 
humanities, 208 in natural science and 93 in social science. 
Although the "simple" A. B. (or B. A. ) and B.S. are the most 
commonly awarded undergraduate degrees, there is virtually 
no uniformity among degree granting institutions with respect to 
admission requirements or cirricular requirements for the 
granting of either of these degrees. 

While the authority to grant degrees is vested in the 
corporation, regents or controlling board of an institution, 
decisions regarding curricular requirements are usually left 
to the respective faculties. Unfortunately, Professor Kelly 
was unable to ascertain a summary of recent data with respect 
to required course?;. However, such a summary for the situation 
thirty years ago was available for 84 institutions (29 state and 
55 private). These data are summarized in the following table. 
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Subject Required In Elective In Total 



English 


78 


•6 


84 


Foreign Language 
(at least one) 


68 


14 


82 # 


Mathematics 


61 


23 


• 75 


Natural Science 


52 ' 


32 


84 


History 


41 


43 


84 


Physical Education 


38 


46 


84 


Philosophy 


32 ' 


52 


84 


Psychology 


21 


63 


84 



# Apparently not even offered in 2 institutions 



Examination of this table and other relevant data makes 
it obvious that every faculty has the right to create any 
degree that it desires, that it can assign to the degree 
any label it chooses, and most important, that it can designate 
the requirements it believes appropriate to those to whom 
the degree may be awarded. It was from this vantage point that 
the ad hoc committee undertook the study of the current degree 
programs offered by the College of LSeA. 

Two broad alternatives suggested themselves as solutions 
to the problem confronting the committee. One was to recommend 
the retention of the current degree programs (A. B. , B. S. and 
B. S. in Chemistry) with the addition of a new degree program. 
Bachelor of General Studies. The other alternative was to 
retain the A. B. as it now stands (unless modified by action 
of the Faculty on the issue of the language requirement) and 
restructure the B. S. degree to accommodate the changes sug- 
gested in the original resolution which resulted in the creation 
of the ad hoc^committee. A third alternative was briefly 
considered and quickly rejected. It was that we recommend no 
new degree or modification of any presently offered degree. 

The course of action taken by the ad hoc committee was 
to choose the second alternative. Such a course of action would 
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permit the "traditional" meaning of A. B. to be retained 
without modification, while allowing flexibility by providing 
for those students whose educational goals require differing 
curricular patterns. 

The ad hoc committee will, in its formal proposals, 
recommend that the Bachelor of Science Degree be restructured 
so as to permit the attainment of a B„ S. in a particular 
discipline or a B. S. in General studies. The details of the 
restructuring will be found in the proposals. The major 
distinction between the two types of B. S. degree is that j 
one will be "discipline" oriented and the other "student" 
oriented. The latter would assign to the student responsibility 
for planning an appropriate academic program. Thus, the 
student will, if he elects the B.S. in General Studies, enjoy 
the advantage of greater freedom and . flexibility; and he 
will incur the risk that his decisions will occasionally be 
contrary to his best interests. 

A chart comparing the present A. B. , B. S. , and proposed 
restructured B.S. programs is appended to this report. Also 
appended to the report is an analysis of the courses taken by 
a sample of 101 students from among those who obtained a 
Bachelor's degree from the College of LSCA in the Fall 1968. 

This report was prepared by Mr. Olsen of the statistics section 
of the Registrar's Office. Examination of the report shows 
that by far and away most of the courses elected by this sample 
of students were at or beyond the 300 level. Thus, it is 
entirely reasonable to expect students to be able to elect 

60 hours of course work at the 300 or above level as part of 

the total of 120 hours required for graduation. 

One final" comment. The committee's recommendations are 
.in the form of two separate resolutions. Each can be acted 
upon separately by the Faculty or, if the Faculty so desires, 
as a single reso lution. We are presenting the proposals in 
the__order in which we believe ; that they should be takeh~up. 
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that is, resolution 1, pertaining to the establishment of a 
B.S. in a Discipline; and then resolution 2, pertaining to 
the establishment of a B. S. in General Studies. It is our 
hope that the Faculty will look with favor upon these 
resolutions. 



Several alternative titles for these programs were discussed. The 
most favored is the one suggested. However, the Committee does not feel 
that title of the degree is the most critical issue. Rather, we should 
focus on the substance of the proposals. It is pertinent to note that 
of the 1195 L.S. A. degrees awarded in 1968, 87O were B.A. *s, 289, B.S. , 
and 36 B.S. in Chemistry. . ' 



Respectfully submitted. 



Herbert S. B. Baraf, '69 
Simon Z. Benninga, '69 
Philip J. Elving, Chemistry 
E. Lowell Kelly, Psychology 
Charles B. Maurer, German, 
Residential College 
’ Martin P. McLaughlin, *71 
! George Piranian, Mathematics 
I Peter A. S. Smith, Chimistry 
Ronald S. Tikofsky, Psychology 
and Speech (Chairman) 



Resolution I 



Be it resolved that the College of LScA recommend to the 
President and the Board of Regents of The University of Michigan 
that the current Bachelor of Science degree be restructured 
so as to become a Bachelor of Science in a Discipline in the 
College of LSCA, that this degree be made available to students 
in the College in addition to the present baccalaureate degree, 
and that the proposed new degree be governed by the following 
rules: 

i 

1. Admission Requirements ! 

The requirements for admission to the College 
of LSeA shall be the same for all students admitted 
to candidacy for any Bachelor's degree. 

Election of Degree Program 

Sometime during their* freshman year students 
will be expected to elect a degree program. Students 
in good academic standing may transfer from one 
degree program to another, but they must meet the 
requirements of the programs to which they transfer. 

3. Graduation Requirements for the Bachelor of Science . 
in a Discipline 

* Completion of 120 hours with an overall grade 
average of C or better. Each department will set its 
own requirements for concentration; not more than 
45 hours in any one [department shall be credited toward 
the degree, and at least 30 hours of the student's 
program shall be free electives not specified in the 
departmental concentration requirements. 

4. Guidance and Consultation 
The election of courses for the freshman year 

shall be subject to approval by one of the designated 
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Freshman Counselors. Thereafter, students seeking 
the degree B . S. in a Discipline shall have their 
programs of study approved by concentration advisors 
from the department in which .the student will 
concentrate. 



Graduation with Distinction 

Students who achieve a grade-point average of 
at least 3*2 (at least 3*6) shall be recommended for 
a degree with distinction ' (with high distinction). 
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Resolution II 

Be it resolved that the College of LScA recommend to the 
President and the Board of Regents of The University of Michigan 
that the current Bachelor of Science degree be restructured 
so as to also become a Bachelor of Science in General studies 
in the College of LScA, that this degree be made available 
to students in the College in addition to the present bacca- 
laureate degree, and that the proposed new degree be governed 
by the following rules: 

1. Admission Requirements 
The requirements for admission to the College 

of LS£A shall be the same for all students admitted 
to candidacy for any Bachelor's degree. 

2. Election of Degree Program 
Sometime during their freshman year students 

will be expected to elect a degree program, students 
in good academic standing may transfer from one 
_____ degree program to another, but they must meet the 
requirements of the programs to which they transfer. 

3. Graduation Requirements for the Bachelor of Science in 
General studies 

Completion of 120 hours with an overall grade 
average of C or better. This shall include 60 hours 
of work in intermediate or advanced courses (courses , „ 
numbered 300 or higher), and the average grade of C 
must be achieved for these 60 hours as well. Not 
more than 20 hours earned in any one department shall 
be credited toward the 60rhour requirement. Up to 
20 hours of the 120 hours may be elected outside of 
the College of LSCA. 

4. Guidance and Consultation 
The election of courses for the freshman year 
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shall be subject to approval by one of the 
designated Freshman Counselors. Thereafter, students 
shall be encouraged to seek advice from the Counselling 
Offices or from individual faculty members; however, 
each student shall assume the responsibility for 
planning an academic program that is commensurate 
with his ability and aspirations and that satisifes 
the degree requirements. After the freshman year, 
a counselor's approval of elections is not required. 

Graduation with Distinction 

Students who achieve a grade-point average of 
at least 3»2 (at least 3*6) shall be recommended for 
a degree with distinction, (with high distinction). 
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ADDENDUM I 



LS&A aci hoc COfCTTEE ON AN ALTERNATIVE DEGREE 
SOME NOTES AND QUOTES REGARDING BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 



"The use of academical degrees, as old as the thirteenth century. Is 
visibly borrowed from the mechanic corporations. In which any apprentice, 
after serving his time, obtains a testimonial of his skill and a license 
to practice his trade and mystery." 

Edward Gibbon, Autobiography (1796) 



"Academic degrees of various types are granted annually to more than 
a half mill Ion men and women by the more than two thousand Institutions of 
higher education now in existance in the United States. These degrees vary 
greatly in level, in requirements, In nomenclature, in development, in 
significance, and In Inherent value." 

Wastes* C. Ee'ils, Degrees in Higher Education 



The bachelors degree was apparently first .granted by guilds or groups of scholars 
In the thirteenth century. At that time It was not in fact a degree but a certificate 
of admission to further training for the title of Master or Doctor. Upon receiving 
the dlsignation "bachelor" the person became an apprentice; after a period of time 
he took an examination called the de tormina to become a journeyman and a final exam- 
ination after which .he was awarded the tit Te of Master, Doctor or Professor, these 
terms being used synonymously and Interchangeably. The bachelors degree or diploma 
has had very different meanings at different times and In different countries. It 
Is not used at all in many European countries today. In Prance it is the diploma 
awarded at the er.d of the. period of secondary education. On the other hand, it was 
early adopted by Oxford end later by Cambridge and since the first American insti- 
tutions of higher learning were patterned after Cambridge, the practice of using 
the bachelors degree to designate completion of four years of college was established 
In the United States even before the Revolutionary War. In England It is typically 
given after three years of study, it being assumed that college fweparatory work is 
seme what more adequate than In America. 



During the pre-Revolutlon&vy period there were but four types of bachelors 
degrees offered in thfc United States: arts, law, medicine and theology. Later came 
the distinction between the bachelor or arts and the bachelor of science degree. 



The number of institutions authorized to grant degrees in the United States 
increased very slowly in the 17th and 18th century. During the next two centuries, 
however, the increase was extremely rapid and by 1961-62 the education directory 
listed 2040 institutions of higher education, most of which granted degrees. Of 
these some 600 were junior colleges conferring only the associate degree, 1400 
offered both baccalaureate and/or first professional degrees, 700 awarded masters 
degrees and more than 200 programs leading to the doctorate. 

The rapid Increase in the number of colleges and universities was more than 
paralleled by the increase In the number of degrees offered. In 1872, there were 
fourteen varieties of degrees conferred by 298 colleges, however, only a decade 
later, the author of the first published American handbook on degrees wrote, "I 
find that most people who are fairly educated do net know what one quarter of the 
o’ 



